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FREEHOLDER in the Country 
35 
MEMBER of PARLIAM K 

CONCERNING 


4 | May 22. 18 
HOUGH I believe no People enjoy the Benefit of a ſpeedy, 
| ſafe, and cheap Conveyance of Letters, more than his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects in this Kingdom; yet we in this remote and 
= retired Neighbourhood are extremely obliged to your Ho- 
nour for making it ſtill greater, not only by ras Aon us the News every 
' Poſt from London, but alſo by having them. ſent franked under your 
Cover. As Franking is a Privilege peculiar, or chiefly belonging, as 
I take it, to Members of, Parliament: The Defign ſeems to be (ſa 
| far as concerns the Members ef the Houſe of Commons) that the Peo- 
ple and their Repreſentatives might have a frequent and eaſy Corre» 
| Nara he with one another. And as the Poſt muft go out on certain 
Days, this great Privilege and Eaſe to the People can be no gre: 
Trouble to the Poſt-maſter, (the carrying ſome more Letters than proba» 
bly would otherwiſe be ſent) nor ſhould it be reckoned any Detriment 
| to the Revenue upon the main, when kept within due Bounds, being 
ſo beneficial to the Nobility, Gentry, and the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple. But this great Advantage to the People ſhould be no Privilege or 
| Encouragement to falſe Franks, which ought to be diſcouraged as 
much as poſlible : yet how to do it effeftualiy is no ſmall Dita, 
when we conſider how hard it js to diſcover every Counterfeit, eſpe» 
E cially ſince (as I have been credibly informed) our Great Folks coutri- 
bute not a little towards it, For though I find it Refofved, That to 
% counterfeit a Member's Hand, or even to fot his hand to a Letter, is 
2 Breach of Privilege; by the former, I preſume, is meant Wat 
y be called direct and plain forging, when a Member's Hand is ſet 
bgitboyt his Knowledge and Conſent ; and by the Jatcer, when, tough 
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he knew and approved of its being done, oo it may be ſaid to he by 
his Order, it was not really and truly franked, or ſuperſcribed by Him- 
ſelf, but by another. Vet how many (how many hundreds ſhall I'fay ?) | 
ate franked by the Secretaries, Valets de Chamber, and other Retainers 
of divers of our Quality and Biſhops, as well as others? Nor does it al- 
ter the Caſe, whether it be by their Maſter's Order, or no: For when 
ſuch a Power, Liberty, or Privilege, is granted or deputed (limited or 
| unlimited) how ſhall any Poſt-mater know the Difference? And I have 
ood Reaſon to believe that ſome of theſe, as well as Clerks and others, 
min the Poſt and other Offices, not only frank Letters, ſent to their 
Friends and Acquaintances, but make a Profiz of franking ; ſelling 
them, as I may call. it, for ſo much per Quire, or Quarter; and all this 
with ſo much Impuyity and Connivance, if not Allowance, that 'tis not 
unlikely but ſometimes one ſixth or ſeventh Part of all Inland Letters 
are franked, or carried Poſt-free, one way or other; that is, either by 
the real authentic Hands of Officers of State, or Members, or ſuch as 
aſſume (by Allowance, or otherwiſe) a Liberty to-ſet their Hands. 
T have often wiſhed that ſuch Abuſes were remedied, and was glad 
to find by the late Votes, that ſeveral Letters were ſtopt at the Poſt= | 
office, on Suſpicion of having counterfeited Franks on their Covers: 
and which we muſt believe were counterfeited, when divers Members 
denied that the Names written on them were genuine: though, by the 
by. I cannot imagine what fort of Anſwers can be given by ſuch as 
ever allowed their Secretaries, or others, to uſe fuch Liberties. I ex- 
pected great and many Diſcoveries would have been made, when T 


read that one from the Poſt- office attended, with ſuſpicious Letters put | 2 
alphabetically in Boxes; but was ſurprized when IT found but about ſe- | _ 
ven or eight actually called in queſtion among the Commons, and not ove | 

among the Lords, whoſe Hands, I fancy, are counterfeited, or ſet, as | x 
often as any others, though a Lord has not that Dependance on, or | m 
Correſpondence with, ſo many People as the elected Commoners have, | = 

from whom News and Franks are expected in the ſeveral Places they re- fa 

Preſent, by their Freinds and Well-wiſhers, who had been great Inftru- |] ' a 
: ments of their being returned Members: For though I have heard it | |. 
*-  . ſaid, twas beneath the Dignity of a P. of G. B. to be at the trouble of *' | © 

" writing, and (ih ſome Meaſure) expoſing his Title to ſave Three Pence | _ 

or a Groat ; yet one can ſcarcely imagine the Number of Letters that, | _ 

under their Names, are excuſed from Poſtage. I preſume, the Com- l 2 
mons, by making Examples of ſo few, either had not Time enough | * 

to enquire into 2, or only made choice of a cel Number, to be a du 
ſufficient Warning to others. I find two or three Lawyers in the Num- "is 


ber, together with a Jeweller and a Parſon, and a few more, ſome of | 
whom had different Succeſs, however equally they have been concern- | 1. 
ed. The Jeweller, and Gentlemen of the Law, upon their being exa- hir 
mined before the Houſe, confeſſed immediately that they were Guilty, | 
min having counterfeited the Hands of ſeveral Members; for which they | Ai: 
were very juſtly committed to Gaol, or taken into Cuſtody. One who 
had been (by order) ſent for almoſt an hundred Miles off, (I forbear ] for 

, naming Names, and who, if we may believe Fame, had a very great 
Number of Franks in his Poſſeſſion] having by himſelf and 5 Bu 


W 


= __— hid ho Ah 


3 
ſolicited divers of the Houſe, got his Examination put off for a Month, 
that is, in a Parliamentary Dialect, entirely diſmiſt. Another Perſon 
confeſſed he wrote his Letter on a franked Paper, given him by one 
whoſe Nazge, or Place of Abode, he knew not: A thing very unlikely 
(being Golx within the Bounds of Poſſibility) that a Perſon who had a 
. Frank {h5d give it to one whom he knew not; or, that one ſhould 
have ſo little Senſe as to write a Letter on a Piece of Paper, franked 
by he knew not who, and delivered to him by one he had never feen 
| before. Now, though this carries a very ill Aſpect, and any Magi- 
. ſtrate would commit, or bind over, a Perſon, who (being brought 
before him for a Crime) could give no better Account of himſelf; yet, 
1 it ſeems, ſomebody ſaying, that that Perſon bore a good Character, he 
2 was immediately diſcharged from further Attendance. fat 
; However, the Parſon did not come off at ſuch a Rate, though his 
4 Age, Office, Standing and Degree in the Church and Univerſity, we 
, Country Folks wouid: think. ſhould have pleaded as much in his Be- 
half; eſpecially when his Anſwer, upon Examination, was different 
d from all the reſt. I am at a loſs why the Votes are ſo deficient in this 
* Affair: For, whereas the Anſwers of all the others who were brought 
before the Houſe on the like Account are ſet down very p/ainly and ex- 
* preſiy: yet there is not a ſingle Syllable in them of what the Clergyman 
1 aid; but immediately after mention is made of his being Examined, and 
Hie directed to withdraw, it immediately follows, That he having coun- 
— terfeited a Member's Hand, faculd be taken into Cuſiody of the Sergeant at 
I Ams attending the Hoe. From whence we in the Country concluded, 
ut | that the Parſon (like the ret who were under the ſame Suſpicion) had 
e- | confeſſed the Forgery, which they who are concerned in writing and 
we pub:iſhing the Votes, in Reſpect and Deference to the Cloth, or for ſome 
6s other Reaſon, had omitted to inſert. But an elderly Gentleman, who 
or meets at our Club when we read the News, was of another Mind: 
Ve, | wherein we were all thereafter confirmed, when in a few Days we 
re- | ſaw his Petition to the Houſe, and heard his real Anfwer, and the 
ru- | whole Affair, both by Letters from Londen, and from a Gentleman-who 
Lit | had heard and knew all that had paſſed in this Matter. ri 
of | We are told, that the Parſon was ſo far from owning that he had _ 
nce }  counterfeited the Member's Hand, that he told the Houſe the Name, Sur= * 
at, name and Buſineſs of the Perſon from whom he had the Franks, together 
M- with the L'ime when, Place where, and the way how, he became acquaint- 
ugh ed with him: But as that Gentleman was not ther ready to be pro- 
e a | duced, it ſeems the Clergyman was not believed, and his Anſwer went 
— for nothing; and he being deemed to have counterfeited the Frank, was 
e of ordered to be taken into Cuſtody, as aforeſaid, till, upon his Petition, 
. the Houſe was pleaſed to ſet him at Liberty; when the Speaker ſhewed 
. himſelf a very modeſt, civil, and moſt accompliſhed Gentleman. 
%% All the others having confeſſed themſelves guilty, uſed that among 
they divers other ſubmiſſive Reaſons, (ſuch as owning that they deſer ved a 
who more rigorous Puniſoment) as an inducing Argument in their Petitions 
bear for the Houſe to extend its Lenity to them; whereupon they were, 
;reat without any Oppoſition that we heard of, diſcharged in common Form. 
ends | But the Parſon was not ſuch an humble kind of a Penitent as particu- 


larly 
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Eirhy to take the Guilt upon himſelf; but only, in general, ſet forth 
his Senſe and Sorrow for his Fault and Offence againſt the Houſe, &c. 
His Petition had like to have been rejected; yet it was at length car- 
ried by a great Majority. The Truth is, the Petition mn, to have 
been very cautiouſly, if not artfully expreſſed, with as mych Reſerve 
and Faſftne/s, as if it had been drawn up with a Bangorian Sincerity : 
' Becauſe, though theſe Words, Great Fault and Offence, againſt this 
Houſe, and acting Pardon, &c. may be conſtrued to acknowledge the 
Truth of the Fault for which hey thought him guilty ; yet I beg leave 
to ſay, that That ſeems to be but tacitly inplied, rather than clearly 
expreſt. For though the granting the Prayer of a Petition would ſeem 
to be according to the Senſe wherein the Perſon petitioned to under- 
ſtands it; yet the offering or preſenting a Petition in certain Terms, 
cannot be extended any farther than the Mind and Words of the Peti- 
tioner, who (in difficult Caſes) muſt be ſuppoſed to mean the narrow = 
and moſt reſtricted Senſe of the Words: and I cannot but take parti- 
cular Notice, that one Clauſe of the Petition is, that they would ale 
bis Caſe into @ favourable Confideration. If Words that, at firſt View, 
ſeem to bear one Senſe, may, upon a ffricter Enquiry, be equally 
(at leait) capable of another, they mult be taken in the moſt favourable 
Senie they can bear; unleſs we be in a worſe Caſe than the People of 
Geneva were (from which the late Agreement, by the French and another 
Mediation, has happily relieved them) who, before they could receive 
any Favour (after they had been committed) were to confeſs, right or 
5 wrong, that they were guilty of what was laid to their Charge. And | 
therefore, theſe Words, Fault and Offence committed againſt this Houſe, 
admit of an Explication, and ay ſignify no more than writing Letters 
upon Pieces of Paper whereon the Hand of a Member had been coun- 
terfeited, or where the Writer was not filly certain that the Frank 
was written by the proper Hand of a real Member.. * 
Writing Letters in ſuch a Manner (which ſhews Imprudence and 
Credulity, rather than evil Deſign) was certainly a Fault and Offence: 
And ſo long as this may be, and certainly is, a Meaning of the Words, 
I don't fee how they can fairly and eaſily be extended as the Senſe of 
the Petitioner, to any other: For though nothing can be in the Conclu- 
Fon; but what is in the Premiſles ; yet, I am told, the Concluſion al- 
ways follows the weaker or narrower Part of the Premiſizs. I don't ſay 
this to arraign the Juſtice of the Houſe, nor to refer them to Sir 
Thomas More's Utopia; where Prieſts are not puniſhed, but enjoy full 
Benefit of Clergy; No, not at all: nor to vindicate the Parion eiter 
of Forgery, if he was guilty, or of Imprudence and Indiſcretion, if he 
was not guilty. I fay, the Houſe did no manifeſt Injuitice to him; 
' though I hope I may be allowed to ſay, it was Summum Jus; (and I 
need not tell what that is.) Yet, had the Houſe fo pleaſed, it might”. 
have diſmiſſed him, as it did that Perſon who ſaid, he he got his Frank 
from a Perſon unknown. I ſay, the Houſe did right; and yet for all | 
that, it is not impoſſible, but very preſumable, that the Parſon was not 
Feally, and in fac, guilty of the Counterfeit. He denied that he had 
Founterfeited the Hand, and there was no Witneſs to prove that he had F 
done it. In many Caſes, even Where Witneſſes have proved Things JF 
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upon Oath, yet the CharaBier of the Perſon has ſo overweighed with 


the Court, that they would not believe the Evidence. Had he done, as 


another did, viz. acquainted previouſly ſome Members with his Caſe, 
and ſo prepared them againſt the Time of his appearing before them, 
I make no doubt but he would have experienced their Equity and 
Clemency, rather than Juſtice, and been acquitted with Honour. 
I have known him ſo many Years, and have had fo many Occaſions 


of being intimate with him, I may ſay, in all Reſpects, that I can 
ſcarce be perſwaded he could be guilty of any Thing that is mean 


or vile; he being, without Flattery, and to ſay nothing but the Truth, 
a Gentleman of Worth and Learning, an uſeful and much-follo 
Preacher, and withal ſo fair, punctual, and honeſt in his Dealings 


that I never heard any body complain of him on that Account. In- 


deed I have heard him very much blamed for his Zeal, and unwearied 


Pains in recovering an Impropriation to a certain Biſhoprick, which had 


been loſt, for a conſiderable Time, and in all likelihood would never 
otherways have been recovered. This raiſed him many Enemies, and 
during the long Dependance of that Suit he was a great Sufferer. I 
don't queſtion but he was well requited, and (twas ſaid) he was pre- 


ferred for that very Thing; though I can't tell if the Vicarage got any” 

Advantage thereby: However, this I know myſelf, that he never 

rack d nor ſqueez'd his Pariſhioners, but ever compounded at a mode- - 
rate and very eaſy Rate. He never ſued nor harraſſed them, but by 

His Good Nature and Indolence has often ſuffered himſelf to be im- 


poſed upon ; and, being a great Reader, better acquainted with Books 
than Men, or the Way of the World, I'm afraid he truſted too much 


in the late Affair to his Innocency, and the Simplicity of his Inten- 
tions, not being conſcious of any evil Deſign or Inclination: Which 


brings to my Mind a Text I heard him once preach upon, The Chil- 
dren of this World are in their Generation wiſer than the Children of © 


Iz. The Harmleſſnefs of the Dove is always beſt when joined with 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent. 8 


Being but an indifferent Scholar myſelf, I durſt not preſume to ſend 
this Letter to your Honour (though you defired me to write often, 


_ eſpecially if any thing happened more than ordinary) till I had ſhewed 
the Purport of it to ſeveral honeſt Yeomen Farmers in the Neighbour- 
| hood. They all approved of my Deſign, and bad me affure you of 


their Votes and Intereſts at any enſuing Election; for as all of them are 


"3  Freeholders in the County, ſo ſome of them are Freemen both in a 
City and Borough. They require no Fee or Reward for their Atten- 
daance, (being perſuaded that you have the Honour and Intereſt of both 
King and Country at heart) only beg the Continuance of having the 
_ News ſent them duly franked. Pray, Sir, let it be by your own, or 


ſome other Member's Hand, and don't depute or truſt any other to do it; 
for we Country Folks can't tell what may be the Conſequence, if it 
ſhould be otherwiſe. One of them adviſed me to get the School-maſter 
of the next Pariſh to write it in a better Hand and Form; and, he pity- 


ing the Doctor's Caſe, ſaid, Miſerum eft etiamſi quis abſolutus fuerit 


cauſam dixifſe; which he ſaid was in Exgliſb, 'Tis a ſad Thing for a 
Man to be obligedggo vindicate himſelf, even though be ſoould be as" . 
Fig os a 
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of the Thing laid to his Charge; which I take to be a different Way- of 
expreſſing our old blunt Proverb, One Man may better ſteal, than another 
look on. For a Friend in Court is better than a Penny in Purſe. 
I know no body but who was much concerned when they firſt heard 
ol this Affair (being afraid it had been worſe than it was) and greatly 
itied the Caſe, except ſome of the impropri:ted Pariſh. There is, you 
2 an ancient, grave, preciſe Clergyman in the Neighbourhood, 
of Orthodox Learning indeed, and regular Life, very ſtrict and reſerv- 
ed in almoſt all his Actions; but ſo ſtrict, that he ſcarcely grants ſuffi- 
cient Allowances for Infirmities, Misfortunes, or unforſeen contingent 
Accidents, to others. I rent ſome Grounds in his Pariſh, and went to 
y. him his Tythes, when I knew he would bring this Affair upon the 
Carpet. He was very ſevere upon his old Acquaintance, believing 
what he had read in the Votes was not only the Truth, but the whole 
Truth; and faid (notwithſtanding all former Intimacies and Obliga- 
tions) he would never ſee him any more, ſo as to be favourably recon- 
ciled to him, nor allow him to preach at his Church, as he had often 
done formerly on particular Occaſions. Though that grave. Parſon he. 
very rich, and is poſſeſſed of a good Crown Living, which he would 
willingly change for a better, I took upon me to argue the Matter 
(though he ſeldom allows People to be free and familiar with him) and 
told him of two or three old Verſes I remembered ever ſince I was a 
School- boy, which may either ſuit a Divine or a Soldier, — Tantane _ 
Aa niit cealeftibus ire ? — Vince animos, iraſque tuas, qui ceterg Vin 
eit. But leſt Heathen Authors ſhould be of {mall Account, I ventured Þ} 
beyond my bounds, and talked, though I don't pretend to write, like 
2 Paſtor. I ſaid, we are forbidden to be righteous overmuch. Tis a 
Character of a Child of God, that he takes not up an ill Report againſt 
bis Neighbour, but rather ſhould cover his Faults, and admoniſh him; 
and Charity thinketh no Evil, for Sep? dieſpiter, infefto addidit inte- 
grum. Paul the Apoſtle, as well as Saul the King, were juſtly blame- 
able for their paſſionate Zeal. I alſo told him how a certain great Man, 
afterwards a Biſhop, had explained St. Paul's Caſe in a Sermon himſelf }F 
bad lent me, ui. that he owned his Paſſion ; and how the People of tbe 
_ Hand unjuſtly entertained an ill Opinion of him of a /udder, only from 1 
outward Appearance, which they as ſuddenly altered. But the Bereaus 
were reckoned more noble, becauſe they ſearched if Things were fo, or no. 
I alſo ſhewed him what, at that I ime, I had written in this Letter, 
and repeated my Reaſons to him; which had this Effect, that though 
he is very tenacious, and cares not that he ſhould at any Time alter, 
or be thought to have altered his Opinion: and, I mutt own, I had a 
ſtrong Suſpicion that this Fit of Zeal was rather outward than real, 
and proceeded chiefly from politick or prudential Conſiderations ; for 
he ſeemed. overjoyed that the Caſe was ſo little to be blamed, when 
ched into the Bottom; nor did he ſeem quite pleaſed with himſelf 
or his haſty unbrotherly Cenſure, and raſh Reſolution.” 
When I was concluding this Letter, a pert little Gentleman came 
in, and talk'd in a ſanguine Manner on very nice and critical Points; 
voix, the Power of the H—ſe of Cs: As, Why might not Men 
talk of the Power of that H ſe, as well as of the Per has" 
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7 | 
ſeeing neither the one nor the other are unlimited? And as he made it 
a Queſtion if that H—ſe be a Court, fo he aſſured us it was no Court | 
of Record; that is, whatſoever is done there can be no Precedent, nor of 
any Conſequence in Courts of Judicature ; ——— That the Houſe, as 
an Houſe, cannot adminifter an Oath ; and he added a great deal about 
a Freeman's being harraſſed or puniſhed, either in Purſe, Perſon, or 
otherways, without an Oath, or a Jury : — That no Man, nor Body 
of Men, can be proper Judges in their own cauſe: That no Body 
is obliged to anſwer Queſtions he thinks are enſnaring; it being a 
Maxim in all Laws, that no Man is obliged to accuſe himſelf ma 
And a Queſtion that ſhould not be axfwered, ſhould not be at.. 
That the utmoſt he knew they could do was to commit to Goal, which 
is the moſt diſgraceful, but the cheapeſt Way; or to the Cuſtody of a 
proper Officer, or to the T—r, which is the niore honourable and re- 
ſ I, but, at the ſame time, the moſt chargeable : == That one, 
thus under Diſpleaſure, can be continued no longer in fuch Corfitie- 
ment, than till the End of the S—n, when he muſt of Courſe be ſet 
at Liberty, without any Fee, at leaſt, at that Time: There are 
but few Precedents, if any, of the H ſt's taking further Notice of 
Perſons fo committed: If they like their Condition, they may lie 
ſtill till the Pt be pr—d or d ud; or, if they don't love their 
Quarters, they may offer a Petition to them, in whoſe Breaſt it lies 
either topaſsit, or reject it. He farther ſaid, That the enquiring after 
4 Falſe Franks, in order to puniſh and ſuppreſs ſuch an unjuſtifiable Pra- 
Ctice, was very commendable ; but as it was a z#t Thing, of which 
be remembred no Precedent, he could not tell in what Manner it was 
t-beſt to proceed r. 8 
Though lawful Authority is not to be re/fed, but muſt be ſubmitted + 
to; and we are, for Conſcience Sake, to render to Cæſar the Things 43 
that are Cæſar's, and to give Tribuee to whom Tribute is due: yet he | 
| knew no Perſon, Court, or Houſe, that was abſolutely infallible, fo as C 
to make Truth, Falſbood, or Falſhood, Truth ; or to bind Men to ful? 
if | Belief and active Obedience; to believe, or affirm, what they know to 
e I be otherwiſe; or to do or think what is contrary to their Mind. A 
-4 Man under Misfortune muſt ſubmit. What Man is able to withftand 
„ IK Leviathan? A Caſe may be clear to one Man, and not clear to ano- 
+, ther. Let Courts determine as they will in a publick Way, Men will 
T, 
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ſtill retain their Right of private judgment; and when a Caſe is not 
evidently clear, they will ſuſpend their Judgment, or, at leaſt, incline 

to the charitable Side: And therefore, I preſume, tis a great Injuſtice 
when a Caſe is publiſhed, and any Thing ſappreſſed, or not expreſſed * 


„ I which ought to have been expreſſed, that can give Light to the Mat- 
or ter: As IL think the Votes ſhould have denne. 
5 Great Bodies are liable to Miſtakes, as well as little ones, and are 
elf not ſeldom led by Paſſion, Party, or otherwiſe. I have heard of di- 

7 vers Reſolves that have proceeded from flight Grounds, and gone far 
* ther than twould ſeem proper. What great Diſgrace can it be that a 2 
s I Parſon is called a Counterfeit, when a Right Reverend Father in God oyd 
Lon has been wored Unchriſtian; whereby one who had for many Years been 


y eckoned a Golden Candleſtick (when it could no longer bear the "= : 


Sw ._ 


| 2 : ; | 5 e Faans Yp0MAn, 


(8), 


fone) was reduced to be what his Enemies called him, vis. one os 


Prince's Metal. But what followed upon that Anti-epiſcopal Tory 


pw” 4 ken bil dg ned Prelate? Was he ever the 

E ? Did his Brethren deſpiſe him? Or was it any Detri- 

ment 5 Pray, Sir, miſtake me not; it ſeems this is 

ö 5 It makes no Application. Let 
1 


Theſ: Thing der aew to me, nor know I what to ſay to what he fad 4 
added, That in olden Times, a certain great Body had not near ſo | 


many Privl as now; and as he did not remember that theſe were 
liſhed by Act of Parliament, fo neither could he tell if 
they had beck alfamed y Degrees (as tis common for every body to 


>| 56 themſelves gradually) and only confirmed by Time and Cu- 


ſtom. Sometimes I thought s talked like a High-flyer for arbitrary + 


Power, ſometimes like one that was for licentious Liberty, and . 
times like a Leveller, or a rank Republican. To be ſure he was full 


_ of himſelf, and knew little in fact the Manner how Matters are car. | 
ried in Courts of Law or Equity. 5 


But as I never intend to meddle in State Affairs, or Thi 


much above me, I ſhall not fix my Judgment, till I be fully — A 


by proper and ſufficient Authority ; yet I hope I may 2dd, that had 


the Parſon's Anſwer been printed in the Votes, as I truly think it ought > 3 
ds have been, Mankind had been left at more Liberty to have formed. 


their own Judgment and inion about him, and that very likel in 
more favourable Manner, otherways they could. * 


I muſt beg of your. Honour not only to pardon the Trouble of this * 


Jong Letter, and excuſe any Rudeneſs, or any involuntary Miſtakes z 
but alſo that you would pleaſe to ſend an Anſwer, eſpecially as to Mat- 

ters of Fack, whether Things be really ſo or no. As to Matters of 

La or Right, rr y__ Time to have your Opinion, 


by word of mouth, when we have the Happineſs of ſeeing you, 
as we uſually do, in. Autumn, I dare ſay n T 


mioſt of our Neighbours, Gentry and — 4 „ Freeholders, Tradeſmen 
and others, who are all of them proud of 1 an Opportunity of . 


ſhewing how much they are in your Service and Intereſt ; 3 among * 


W FR Honour than 


_ | Your humble and moſt obedient Servant, = 
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